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establishment of a Department of Labor with
the secretary as a member of the cabinet, the
construction of the Nicaragua Canal by the
government, a postal telegraph, and the Oleo-
margarine Bill. He opposed trusts and monop-
olies in every form, and he anticipated the more
recent hostility to convict labor.

The Kansas City Times in 1889 described
him as "a man of mark in the councils of the
nation, and however much his greenback and
other political theories may be attacked or be-
littled, his adversaries regard him as a stub-
born, hard fighter, not easily taken at disadvan-
tage,   capable   of   maintaining   himself   with,
.credit either on the stump or in the halls of
legislation  ....   G-eneral Weaver is well up
in all matters of legislative history and prece-
dent.   He is a fluent and forcible speaker, and
although gifted with superior oratorical pow-
ers, employs them with prudence and reserve.
He is strong in running debate, takes punish-
ment well and repays with compound interest.
He is a punctual and faithful committeeman
.   .   .   .   His habits are industrious, and he is
always happier when busily employed   ....
General Weaver has a pleasing presence, is
above the average height and compactly built.
He looks as if he could stand no end of physical
fatigue and his movements are quick and ner-
vous.   Socially considered, he fills the bill of